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1st December 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I wanted to write to you as we approach the end of national restrictions to update you on some changes to 

provision. Once again, I’d like to thank you all for your support over the last few months, your children have been a 

credit to you and the academy’s protective measures continue to be effective. But we do not take this for granted. 

There are still a few areas that could be improved: 

Face Coverings: 

As you’ll know Carlisle will be in Tier 2 when we exit national restrictions. This means that students will still be 

required to wear face coverings in school. The academy is providing face coverings to students at significant cost, but 

some students are not taking as good care of these resources as we would like. I would appreciate it if you can 

remind your children of the important of wearing face coverings to protect others and to keep them in good order. 

Uniform: 

Students will continue to wear PE kit on the days where they have PE, this is the right thing to do in our current 

circumstances but the standard of uniform on other days can be variable. I would like to remind you that students 

must be in full uniform, including blazers, on the days where they do not have PE.  Jewellery is not allowed to be 

worn either. It is essential that we do not lose sight of getting the basics right every day. 

Food/Drink: 

We are seeing an increase of students bringing in food or drink items that should not be coming into school with 

them. Just to remind you chewing gum is banned in school as are all forms of energy drinks. These will be 

confiscated. We are also seeing a rise in students bringing in large bottles of fizzy drink and large numbers of lolly 

pops to share with friends. This is not appropriate for school and I would appreciate your support in checking what 

your children are bringing to school each day to avoid any unnecessary conflict. 

Changes to Provision: 

We have recently been able to start teaching Year 9 students in the Technology rooms and kitchen to widen their 

curriculum experience. We plan to go further by reintroducing the Sports Hall for indoor PE lessons as the weather 

begins to turn. In order to make this work from a Covid 19 point of view we need to make some changes to the 

school day. 

From Monday 7th December Year 9 will move to the same daily timings as Year 10 and 11 students. This means they 

will have break and lunch at the same time as these year groups. This allows the academy to bring the Sports Hall 

back into use as it is currently a dining space. There will be some changes to how year groups have outdoor spaces, 

but the individual year group bubbles will be maintained. 

/cont’d  



 
 

As we approach Christmas, we would like to remind you of some key info: 

• Thursday 17th December will be the last day of term for students. The academy will finish at the normal time. 

This will also be a Christmas Jumper Non-Uniform Day for students. 

• Year 8 are currently leading a charity drive to collect as much as we can for local foodbanks. If you can 

donate anything please do so, it is much appreciated. 

 

Thank you again for your support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Richard McGuire 
Principal 

 


